
Learning support/Emotional Support 

2017 Summer Reading List 

- 12th Grade - 
Over the course of the summer, students are required to read ONE book from the following list.  

Students will be graded on written responses, which include journal entries and a vocabulary assign-

ment, that  must be completed over the summer. (Instructions for both written assignments are listed on 

a separate attachment.) All assignments must be submitted on or before the second Friday of the first 

quarter. 

Students may also take an Accelerated Reader computerized test in order to obtain extra credit points, 

but it is strictly optional. 

The Book Thief (5.1)  Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters 

something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during 

bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.   

Make Lemonade  (5.1) Virginia Euwer Wolff 

Tells the story of fourteen-year-old LaVaughn, who is determined to go to college--she just needs the money to get there. When she answers a babysitting ad, 

LaVaughn meets Jolly, a seventeen-year-old single mother with two kids by different fathers. As she helps Jolly make lemonade out of the lemons her life has given 

her, LaVaughn learns some lessons outside the classroom.  

Monster (5.1)  Walter Dean Meyers 

The story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal en-

tries, the book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives.  

The Pearl (6.5) John Steinbeck 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Kino is a poor diver, gathering pearls from the gulf beds that once brought great wealth to the Kings of Spain and now 

provide Kino, Juana, and their infant son with meager subsistence. Then, on a day like any other, Kino emerges from the sea with a pearl as large as a sea gull's egg, 

as "perfect as the moon." With the pearl comes hope, the promise of comfort and of security...  

Where Things Come Back (5.7)  John Corey Whaley  

In the remarkable, bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer before Cullen Witter’s senior year of high school, he is forced to examine everything he thinks he under-

stands about his small and painfully dull Arkansas town. His cousin overdoses; his town becomes absurdly obsessed with the alleged reappearance of an extinct 

woodpecker; and most troubling of all, his sensitive, gifted fifteen-year-old brother, Gabriel, suddenly and inexplicably disappears.  

Speak (4.5) Laurie Halse Anderson 

The story of high school student Melinda Sordino. After accidentally busting an end-of-summer party due to an unnamed incident, Melinda is ostracized by her peers 

because she will not say why she called the police. Unable to verbalize what happened, Melinda nearly stops speaking altogether, expressing her voice through the 

art she produces for Mr. Freeman's class. This expression slowly helps Melinda acknowledge what happened, face her problems, and recreate her identity.  

Books identified with a *** have unlimited eBook copies available in Tumble Book Cloud. 

Books identified with a ~ have 2 eBook copies available in Follett Shelf. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melinda_Sordino

